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thinking is fundamentally synthetic. It is regulated in
accordance with the schema of the concept, and employs
the material of experience for the fulfilment of its ideas.
The concept appears as the active principle just by reason
of its own inner force, which seizes and shapes the
material of experience.
The extravert assumes that the source of this force is
mere arbitrary choice, or else an ill-considered generaliza-
tion from limited experience. The introvert, who is
unconscious of his own thought-psychology, and may
even have adopted the empiricism in vogue as his guiding
principle, finds himself defenceless against this reproach.
But the reproach itself is merely a projection of extra-
verted psychology. For the active thinking type derives
the energy of his thought-activity neither from arbitrary
choice nor from experience, but from the idea, i.e. from
the innate functional form which is activated through his
introverted attitude.- To him, this source is unconscious,
since by reason of its a priori lack of content he can only
become aware of the idea in an a posteriori formation,
namely, in the form which the material of experience
assumes through its elaboration by thought. But, to the
extravert, the object and the elementary process are
important and indispensable, because he has unconsciously
projected the idea into the object; hence he is able to
mount to the concept, and therewith tov the idea, only
through empirical accumulation and comparison. The
two ways of thinking are mutually opposed in a remarkable
way: the one shapes the material out of his own uncon-
scious idea, and thus comes to experience; the other lets
himself be guided by the material which contains his
unconsciously projected ideas, and thus reaches the idea.
There is something intrinsically irritating in this conflict
of attitude, and at bottom, this is the cause of the most
heated and futile scientific discussions.